
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

EWR large 2010 16,593,441 16,593,441 16,593,441

EWR large 2011 16,637,610 16,637,610 16,637,610

EWR large 2012 17,218,096 17,218,096 17,218,096

EWR large 2013 17,203,776 17,203,776 17,203,776

EWR large 2014 17,613,368 17,613,368 17,613,368

EWR large 2015 18,391,436 18,391,436 18,391,436

EWR large 2016 19,569,534 19,569,534 19,569,534

EWR large 2017 21,205,074 21,205,074 21,205,074

EWR large 2018 22,586,604 22,586,604 22,586,604

EWR large 2019e 22,958,080 23,911,112 22,217,976

EWR large 2020 23,807,976 26,083,830 21,797,522

EWR large 2021 24,657,860 27,308,474 21,915,184

EWR large 2022 25,491,596 28,897,022 22,187,788

EWR large 2023 26,308,722 30,485,126 22,464,500

EWR large 2024 27,111,324 31,594,482 22,747,614

EWR large 2025 27,912,704 32,987,552 23,063,266

EWR large 2026 28,713,980 34,401,952 23,395,494

EWR large 2027 29,520,124 35,855,452 23,729,714

EWR large 2028 30,337,824 37,321,784 24,062,302

EWR large 2029 31,163,796 38,913,992 24,396,324

EWR large 2030 31,996,124 40,501,388 24,712,670

EWR large 2031 32,840,148 42,016,540 24,997,292

EWR large 2032 33,695,880 43,499,116 25,298,140

EWR large 2033 34,553,828 44,989,316 25,597,862

EWR large 2034 35,410,092 46,470,504 25,864,818

EWR large 2035 36,268,912 47,923,208 26,095,782

EWR large 2036 37,137,064 49,317,292 26,300,266

EWR large 2037 38,001,732 50,733,228 26,484,674

EWR large 2038 38,866,204 52,175,696 26,661,902

EWR large 2039 39,730,976 53,617,516 26,838,076

EWR large 2040 40,600,632 55,075,488 27,011,754

EWR large 2041 41,476,552 56,456,836 27,177,990

EWR large 2042 42,357,244 57,796,628 27,334,774

EWR large 2043 43,244,600 59,145,124 27,485,000

EWR large 2044 44,142,156 60,470,132 27,629,108

EWR large 2045 45,050,496 61,772,328 27,763,764
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

EWR large 2010 408,761 408,761 408,761

EWR large 2011 412,347 412,347 412,347

EWR large 2012 426,033 426,033 426,033

EWR large 2013 415,891 415,891 415,891

EWR large 2014 403,712 403,712 403,712

EWR large 2015 413,813 413,813 413,813

EWR large 2016 427,796 427,796 427,796

EWR large 2017 441,039 441,039 441,039

EWR large 2018 450,711 450,711 450,711

EWR large 2019 448,622 448,622 448,622

EWR large 2020 463,727 482,115 449,101

EWR large 2021 468,116 510,358 430,111

EWR large 2022 464,397 510,396 415,199

EWR large 2023 454,713 510,540 399,043

EWR large 2024 461,571 528,981 398,156

EWR large 2025 474,169 545,454 402,772

EWR large 2026 486,779 566,903 408,053

EWR large 2027 499,468 588,703 413,755

EWR large 2028 512,348 611,321 419,465

EWR large 2029 525,365 634,069 425,073

EWR large 2030 538,485 658,978 430,659

EWR large 2031 551,779 684,139 435,687

EWR large 2032 565,246 707,699 440,385

EWR large 2033 578,732 730,436 445,235

EWR large 2034 592,184 753,199 450,024

EWR large 2035 605,672 775,856 454,301

EWR large 2036 619,301 798,178 457,929

EWR large 2037 632,858 819,063 461,036

EWR large 2038 646,402 840,375 463,848

EWR large 2039 659,944 862,126 466,556

EWR large 2040 673,562 883,928 469,316

EWR large 2041 687,268 905,990 472,003

EWR large 2042 701,041 926,618 474,594

EWR large 2043 714,909 946,506 477,052

EWR large 2044 728,929 966,571 479,442

EWR large 2045 743,123 986,204 481,749

2019 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s

Fiscal Year

TAF Operations Scenarios

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


